
 

 

       

September/October 2017 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the new academic year. 

I would like to begin by thanking you for your patience during the opening days of the term whilst the completion and hand-

over of the school was being finalised.  You will be aware that the building work was running behind schedule despite sterling 

work during the summer holiday. The keys were handed to me very late on the final Tuesday of the holiday and only then 

could furniture and fittings be moved into the building. It has been a momentous job and much remains to be done. However, 

two classes have been moved in, whilst Class 2 remains in the mobile teaching base pro temps;  the sports’ field is in use as is 

the Forest School. A complete curriculum timetable therefore, is being delivered. 

Over the next few weeks, the heating system will have been commissioned; the field will have been seeded and plans for the 

design and re-instatement of the outdoor trim-trail will have been drawn up. The library and Reception Class will have under-

gone a re-configuration and will be furnished in an imaginative and efficient way; the computer suite will have been installed 

and computer stations in the classrooms will have been created. Class 2 will move into the new building and the Reception 

Class will be using the designated teaching base in the Victorian building. The mobile will continue to be used for Collective 

Worship and for the serving of meals. However, its main function will be to serve as a designated teaching base for practical 

work in Science, Design and Technology and Art and, thereby, be commissioned as a fifth classroom.  

I hope that many of you were able to look around the school last week and that you will be able to come to an official opening 

at a date to be agreed later on this term, when I anticipate much more of the finishing work will have been completed.  

Achievements. 

Despite all the inconvenience caused by the building works of the past nine months, the school has continued to deliver a very 

good education for its children.  In addition, the school continues to integrate external assessment (at national level)  of its 

assessment of standards and assessment of the quality of the curriculum, programme, particularly in English, Maths. and Sci-

ence. This year, the school has been awarded its fourth consecutive Quality Mark for English and Maths. and its second con-

secutive Gold Primary Science Quality Mark. As a welcome bonus, it has been presented with three sophisticated microscopes 

and auxiliary components by “Thermo-Fisher Technical” , an international scientific company, for the quality of its Science 

teaching and outreach work.  
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Miss Berry, Miss Oatey and Mrs. Coles took part in the “Bubble Rush” fund raising event for Rainbows 

Hospice and raised over £700 for the charity. This is a fantastic achievement for a cause that has a cer-

tain resonance for me, since I had a personal connection, from my previous school, with a Year Four 

child who spent his last days at that marvellous place. Thank you. 

Departures. 

Mrs. Janet Heath and Mrs. Diana Clarke have departed the Governing Body at the natural expiration of their terms of engage-

ment. I am immensely grateful to them both for the manner in which they have served this school, and, thereby, generations 

of children over a considerable number of years. Having given far more than was due, their commitment to the success of this 

school, and their support for me, has been greatly appreciated. Both will continue to support the school and I speak for every-

one when I say “Thank you from Thrussington School.” 

Rural schools, in particular, owe a great deal to the time given by volunteers. Mrs. Gill Freestone has served generations of 

pupils (and staff) in a committed and professional way. I was delighted to “inherit” such a colleague when I first came here and 

it is with regret that I have acknowledged her retirement as a volunteer.  Mrs. Freestone has been a stalwart of the school. The 

children have loved her weekly visits and have thrived from her skilful guidance.  Thank you, Mrs. Freestone.  

Mrs. Tarlton-Weatherall has been appointed to a new post to which she is eminently suited – supporting adult learners 

through art. During her time here, the children have had the benefit of Mrs. Tarlton-Weatherall’s skills and expertise in art 

during their lesson at Forest School. I hope that she will continue to support our work in some capacity in the future.  

The school is immensely fortunate to have had such a range of talent, all volunteers,  to support and enrich the curriculum 

provided to its children.  

The P.T.F.A. 

This is what parents and the community, working with initiatives of the P.T.F.A. Committee,  have achieved for the school with-

in the past few months – some figures have been agreed and others are under negotiation: 

 The purchase and installation of an interactive whiteboard in one of the new classrooms (£3000+) 

 The purchase of and installation of furnishing and fixtures for the Reception classroom (£2,800 +) 

 The purchase of and installation of furniture and fittings for the new library (£5,000 +) 

 Design and plans for the installation of an outside recreational area (£5,000 +) 

I cannot emphasise just how much the school relies on the funds raised by the P.T.F.A. and how much it depends on your sup-

port. The school receives its budget direct from the Department of Education (Westminster) and everything from salaries, pen-

sions, insurance, energy bills to pencils and exercise books (and absolutely everything in between), has to be paid from it. 

There certainly would not be enough to spend on the various items that the P.T.F.A. has either paid for, as illustrated previous-

ly, or subsidised, such as workshops, educational visits etc., over the years. Extra income is generated from the work undertak-

en by staff to support other schools and from my work as a National Leader of Education and as an Ofsted Inspector but the 

children of our school certainly would not have such a well-provisioned environment and enriched curriculum without the 

P.T.F.A. It continues to need your support and you will be invited to offer your views and opinions on how that can be re-

invigorated, during the course of this term. Everything is done for the benefit of our children! 

 

Mrs E Moore 

Headteacher 

PE Kit 

All children are to have a full PE Kit which they should bring into school on Monday and take home on 

Friday for cleaning.  The kit required is, black shorts, white t-shirt and plimsolls for indoor PE and a track 

suit or similar warm clothing with a change of socks and trainers for outdoor PE, for football, boots and 

shin pads are required.  Jewellery will not be worn and long hair is to be tied back. 



 

 

Diary 

Beaumanor Residential Visit 

Earlier this term, Class 2 stayed at Beaumanor Hall for their residential visit.  This was a 

fantastic opportunity for them to develop skills such as working as a team and to challenge 

themselves to try activities including archery, rock climbing and canoeing.  The behaviour of 

the children was exemplary throughout and commented on by several members of the 

Beaumanor Hall staff.  We were very proud of all the children!  A big thank you to our 

volunteers: Mr Rendall, Mrs Kearns, Mr Lester and Mr Lole 

Attendance 

Attendance records are monitored by the Local Authority and, ultimately, the Department for 

Education, and, as a school, we have a duty to ensure that rigorous action is taken to secure a high 

level of attendance. Your cooperation appreciated. 

03.10.17 Parent Evening Class 2 & Class 3 

05.10.17 Parent Evening  Class 2 & Class 1 (KS1) 

06.10.17 Parent Evening Class 3 

10.10.17 Flu immunisation 

11.10.17 Harvest Festival in Holy Trinity Church at 2.15pm 

12.10.17 Celebrating Learning—Class 1 2.45pm 

16.10.17 School closed for half term 

23.10.17 School re-opens 

02.11.17 School Photographer in  

09.11.17 Life Education Bus to visit 

13.12.17 School Christmas performance at Holy Trinity Church at 2.00pm & 6.30pm  

20.12.17 3.15pm school closes  

09.01.18 School re-opens 
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